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February 7, 1994





Dear Mr.              :





This is in response to your letter dated December 13, 1993, requesting an interpretation of the flight and duty time provisions in section 135.265(c). In your letter, you describe a scenario in which due to a mechanical problem on an earlier flight, a flight crewmember does not receive the rest period set forth under section 135.265(b), but does receive a reduced rest period in accordance with section 135.265(c)(1). Your question is whether a compensatory rest period must be provided to the crewmember no later than 24 hours after the reduced rest period began.





Section 135.265, in pertinent part, states,





(c)	A certificate holder may schedule a flight crewmember for less than the rest required in paragraph (b) of this section or may reduce a scheduled rest under the following conditions:





(1)	A rest required under paragraph (b)(1) of this section may be scheduled for or reduced to a minimum of 8 hours if the flight crewmember is given a rest period of at least 10 hours that must begin no later than 24 hours after the commencement of the reduced rest period.





If a required rest period is reduced to 8 hours under section 135.265(c)(1), then no later than 24 hours after the commencement of the reduced 8-hour rest period, a minimum compensatory rest period of 10 hours must commence even if that means delaying the next flight schedule.  In the scenario you describe in your letter and assuming the flight crewmember is scheduled for flight time at 19:50, if the flight crewmember is released from duty at 11:15 for a reduced 8-hour rest period, then that flight crewmember is required to receive a compensatory 10-hour rest period which must begin at or before 11:15 the next day.





This response was prepared by Kathleen A. Yodice, Attorney, Operations Law Branch, and Joseph A. Conte, Manager.  It has been coordinated with the Air Transportation Division of the Flight Standards Service at FAA Headquarters.  We hope this information satisfies your request.





Sincerely,





/s/ 	





Donald P. Byrne


Assistant Chief Counsel


Regulations Division








