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                                                Fact Sheet

                    Albany International Airport Air Traffic Control Tower

· The 90 foot high tower (measured to the cab floor) and a 13,000 square foot base building were constructed by the Albany County Airport Authority as part of its $184 million Airport Development Program.

· The facility, leased by the FAA, replaces a 47-foot high air traffic control tower, which was commissioned in 1957. 

· The tower houses two separate air traffic control functions: the “Cab,” which is the enclosure at the top of the structure and the Terminal Radar Approach Control (TRACON) facility or “Radar Room,” located in the base building.

· Construction of the tower, which is on a three-acre site in the airport’s northeast quadrant, began in August 1996.

· The facility was commissioned February 14, 1999. At 1:20 a.m., a commuter aircraft inbound to Albany International Airport contacted approach control in the old tower. Approach control gave instructions to the aircraft to land. At 1:30 a.m., the commuter “talked” to air traffic controllers in the new tower cab and landed a few moments later.

· The tower is staffed by a total of 49 FAA personnel - 12 from Airway Facilities and 37 from Air Traffic Control.

· The FAA has installed the following new equipment in the tower: Enhanced Terminal Voice Switch (ETVS), Digital Voice Recorder System (DVRS), Informational Display System (IDS), and a Flight Data Input/Output System (FDIO).

· The FAA has also installed a Power Conditioning System (PCS) and an Uninterruptible Power Supply (UPS).
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