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Pennsylvania Student to be Honored for Aviation Achievement

Austin Gunder, a student at Red Lion Senior High School in Red Lion, PA., will be honored by federal and state officials at a school assembly Wednesday, May 30, for  “besting” the best at the Junior World Free Flight Model Aircraft competition that was held in Seaimovo Usti, Czech Republic.

Mr. Gunder was one of six members of the United States Junior Aeroanautique International Free Flight Model Aircraft Team that competed in the world championships last August. Mr. Gunder was selected for the U.S. team by the Academy of Model Aeronautics (AMA), which has a membership of over 160,000 members.

Mr. Gunder won the “F1J” or powered event at the world championships. The 14 contestants who competed in this event were required to design and construct a model aircraft so that it could be launched vertically to the highest obtainable altitude for a period of no more than seven seconds. At the end of that time period, the aircraft’s engine had to shut off, allowing the airplane to begin its timed free flight glide. 

FAA officials will be joined by members of Mr. Gunder’s family, a representative from Governor Ridge’s office, members of the congressional delegation and state legislature in honoring the teenager’s remarkable achievement.

The ceremony is expected to begin at 12:30 p.m. Members of the media who plan to cover this event are asked to use the school’s main entrance and sign in at the main office. School officials will direct the media to the school’s broadcast studio where the event will be held.  Red Lion Senior High School is located at 200 Horace Mann Avenue.
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