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(New York Center)

New York Center, in Ronkonkoma, New York, is one of 20 Federal Aviation Administration radar facilities nationwide that provide air traffic services for high altitude aircraft.

New York Center is unique because it functions as a domestic enroute control facility as well as an oceanic control facility. Two separate computer complexes perform these functions.

AIRSPACE

New York Center controls approximately 3.27 million square feet of airspace. The airspace contains 17,000 square miles of domestic airspace and 3.25 million square miles of oceanic airspace.

New York Center's oceanic airspace shares common boundaries with five FAA facilities, four foreign air traffic control centers and one foreign air traffic control tower. The U.S. centers include San Juan, Miami, Jacksonville, Washington and Boston Centers; the foreign centers are in Canada, Portugal, and Trinidad/Tobago; and the air traffic control tower is in Bermuda.

OPERATIONS

New York Center air traffic controllers handle, on average, 7,600 daily aircraft operations.  Approximately 7,000 are in domestic airspace and 600 are in oceanic airspace.  In 1998, New York Center had 2.134 million operations. Its control room can accommodate up to 94 operational positions.

                                                            - more -

POWER GENERATION

New York Center is capable of providing electrical power generation for extended periods of time. It has a battery backup power system that enables the facility to go from commercial to engine generator power seamlessly and smoothly.  The last quarterly generator check was accomplished in December.

STAFFING

New York Center has 533 people:  79 are assigned to Airway Facilities; and 351 controllers and 103 staff, management, supervisory and support personnel assigned to Air Traffic. They provide 24-hour coverage 365 days a year.

RECENT UPGRADES

Voice Switching and Control System (VSCS) has been in use at New York Center since November 1996. This real time, computer controlled communications system is used by air traffic controllers for all air-to-ground and ground-to-ground communications. The VSCS is a digital communications system that can accommodate the digital air traffic control equipment being upgraded in accordance with National Airspace System (NAS) plans. VSCS provides improved reliability; faster processing time and the capability to be tailored for configurations ranging from 50 to 430 controller positions. 

Display Channel Complex Rehost (DCCR) has been in use at New York Center since May 1997. It replaced the Display Channel Complex (DCC), which provided graphical display services to the M1 consoles in New York Center’s control room.

The DCCR receives track and other data from the HOST computer and reformats it for presentation purposes. The DCCR then passes the information through to the controller displays to facilitate the control of commercial, general aviation and military air traffic in the United States. DCCR is an interim system that will be replaced by the Display System Replacement (DSR).

Oceanic Interim Situation Display  (ISD) has been in use at New York Center since December 1998. The ISD replaces the Plan View Displays (PVDs) with an upgraded hardware and software platform, which better supports the automated functions of the Flight Data Processing System (FDPS) for air traffic display. ISD supplies a configuration of sufficient size to display traffic situation, routes and map data and messages.
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Host and Oceanic Computer System Replacement (HOCSR) has been in use at New York Center since February 24. It is the first of 20 FAA centers to deploy the HOCSR. It was delivered to New York Center on July 17, 1998. HOSCR went to Initial Operational Capability (IOC) on January 24 and Operational Readiness Demonstration (ORD) on Feb. 24. 

HOSCR replaces the current HOST, Oceanic Display and Planning System, and the Offshore Flight Data Processing System. As such, it’s the foundation of the enroute air traffic control environment, which receives, processes, coordinates, distributes and tracks information on aircraft movement through domestic and oceanic airspace. The HOST system was removed from service March 6.
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