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(Washington Center)

Washington Center, in Leesburg, Virginia, is one of 20 Federal Aviation Administration radar facilities nationwide that provide air traffic services for high altitude aircraft, including commercial, general aviation and military aircraft.

AIRSPACE

Washington Center controls approximately 114,000 square miles of airspace extending from just south of New York City to the North Carolina/South Carolina border. The area covers New Jersey, Delaware, Maryland, Virginia and North Carolina and portions of Pennsylvania and West Virginia. Approximately 50,000 square miles of the center’s airspace is over the Atlantic Ocean.

OPERATIONS

Washington Center coordinates the movement of aircraft with six enroute centers, five air traffic control towers and one terminal radar approach control facility. The centers include Atlanta, Boston, Cleveland, Indianapolis, Jacksonville and New York. The towers include Baltimore, Dulles, Reagan National, Philadelphia and Raleigh. Washington Center also works with the New York Terminal Approach Control (TRACON) on Long Island.

The enroute centers adjacent to Washington Center are among the busiest in the world. One reason is the traffic volume and complexity of the airspace associated with the northeast corridor. Last year, Washington Center provided air traffic services to approximately 2.65 million aircraft.

- more -

To handle the traffic flow through its airspace, Washington Center is organized into eight areas of specialization. Each area consists of up to six control positions called sectors. Washington Center has 44 sectors staffed by teams consisting of a radar air traffic control specialist and a radar associate air traffic control specialist.  

STAFFING

Washington Center has an authorized staffing level of 405 air traffic control specialists and 58 supervisors and managers to operate the control room 24-hour a day coverage, 365 days a year.

Airway Facilities, the group that maintains the center’s critical computer systems and other associated equipment, is authorized a staffing level of 72 technicians, supervisors and managers.

During a typical day or evening watch, approximately100 air traffic control specialists, eight operations supervisors and 10 managers, traffic management coordinators and Airway Facility personnel staff the control room.

RECENT UPGRADES

Display System Replacement (DSR) - modernizes Air Route Traffic Control Center (ARTCC) equipment by replacing 20-30 year-old display channels, controller workstations, and network infrastructure. 

The DSR receives track and other data from the FAA's Host computer and the Enhanced Direct Access Radar Channel (EDARC). It formats the information for display to the controller, providing a highly reliable interface to the National Airspace System (NAS) for control of commercial, general aviation, and military aircraft in the United States. DSR went to Initial Operational Capability (IOC) April 1 and Operational Readiness Demonstration (ORD) May 31.  
Host and Oceanic Computer System Replacement (HOCSR) replaced the HOST, Oceanic Display and Planning System, and the Offshore Flight Data Processing System. HOCSR is the foundation of the en route air traffic control environment, which receives, processes, coordinates, distributes and tracks information on aircraft movement through domestic and oceanic airspace. 

